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Catalog Description: (40 Word 
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This course is designed to acquaint the beginning dental hygiene student with the duties and responsibilities in the clinic aspect of the 
profession and the role the hygienist plays in today's health.
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The student will be able to:

Introduction to dental hygiene 2

1.  Outline historical landmarks and identify 
individuals responsible for initiating the dental 
hygiene profession.                                                          
2. Describe and list duties and services performed 
by a registered dental hygienist.                           3. 
Explain the evidence based decision-making process 
and the need for effective health communication.

MAJOR COURSE SEGMENT LEARNING OUTCOMESHOURS

None

Parts of the oral cavity 3
1. Identify all landmarks found in the oral cavity.                                                                        
2. List and describe tongue and papilla of tongue.
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Outcome Title

Vocab Termin

Aseptic Infectn Crtl

Infectious Disease

Normal Abnormal Cond

Tooth Deposit Stain

2
1. Identify normal ranges for pulse, temperature, 
respirations, and blood pressure.

Extra & intra oral inspection 11

1. Identify and record normal hard or soft tissue of 
the head, neck and oral cavity.
2. Identify suspected conditions that require follow 
up and referral.

Infection control and infectious diseases 6

1. Define purposes of and terminology related to 
disinfection and sterilization of the dental operatory.                                                                         
2. Describe present signs/symptoms, etiology, and 
incubation of significant infectious diseases.
3. Explain methods for cleaning and sterilizing 
instruments.
4. Detect oral conditions that may be observed in 
patients with infectious diseases.                      

The teeth and occlusion 3
1. Identify anomalies in tooth structure.                          
2. Identify and describe occlusion.

Characteristics of the gingiva 4 1. List normal and abnormal gingival characteristics.

Dental hygiene diagnosis and care planning 3

1. Identify the etiology and signs/symptoms of 
unmet patient needs and formulate a sequence of 
services and appointments performed/required to 
meet individual patient needs.

45

Tooth deposits and plaque control 8

1. Describe appearance, etiology and removal of 
tooth deposits.
2. Describe appearance, etiology and removal of 
stain.

Medical & dental histories 3
1.Obtain complete medical and dental histories on 
patients.

Vital signs

Outcomes* At the successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

Course Outcome 1 Define vocabulary terminology as it applies to Dental Hygiene I.

Course Outcome 2 List the steps for aseptic/infection control techniques used in dentistry.

Course Outcome 3 Deliver a comprehensive presentation on an infectious disease. 

Primary Laker Learning Competency Scientific Literacy: Students apply the scientific process to real-life situations.

Secondary Laker Learning 
Competency Communication: Students communicate through the exchange of information.

*Course and program outcomes will be used in the software for outcomes assessment and should include at least 1 primary and 1 secondary Laker Learning Competency. Limit to 

Course Outcome 4 Describe the characteristics of normal and abnormal conditions of the oral cavity, gingiva and occlusion. 

Course Outcome 5 Differentiate between various tooth deposits and stains. 
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