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Students will read, examine and discuss a variety of literary works from different genres as a way to analyze and understand the value,
purpose and components of literature.
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Introduction to literature 7
Approaches to critical study and criticism 4
Strategies to write and respond to literature 2
Short fiction 12
Drama 11
Poetry 9
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COURSE MATERIALS

TITLE:|The Norton Introduction to Literature

AUTHOR:|Jerome Beaty, Alison Booth, J. Paul Hunter, Kelly J. Mays

PUBLISHER:|W. W. Norton & Co.

VOLUME/EDITION/URL:|12th edition

COPYRIGHT DATE:|2016

ISBN: 0393623564

MAJOR COURSE SEGMENT

HOURS

LEARNING OUTCOMES

The student will be able to:

Introduction to literature

1. Identify what motivates people to read and what
motivates writers to produce literary works.

2. Discuss the cultural and historical factors that
influence the reader, the writer and the text.

3. lllustrate the value and worth of a literary
endeavor.

4. Examine how literature relates to a person’s
understanding of his or her world.

5. Critique the basic concerns prevalent in literature,
including the search for Truth, Beauty, Love, God,
Nature and Human Nature.

Approaches to critical study and criticism

1. Identify the purpose and function of significant
critical “schools of thought.”

2. Discuss how a particular approach can be a tool
for interpreting a literary work.

3. Assess through presentations and written
responses relevant critical approaches, applying the
approaches to a particular literary text.




Short fiction

1. Identify the terms used in discussions about
literature, like plot, characters, conflict, theme, point
of view, symbolism, allegory, irony, setting,
atmosphere, style and tone.

2. Discuss short stories by authors presenting views
that are possibly contrary to the time period’s
mainstream values.

3. Assess works that underscore the significance of
gender, race and religion as key thematic concerns.
4. Examine short stories that emphasize class
structures and social constructs.

5. Examine and discuss stories used as vehicles for
personal reflection on a variety of topical concerns,
such as the role of people in an ever-expanding
universe.

6. Critique works that focus on key ethical and moral
dilemmas.

7. Critique questions posed to them regarding
issues appearing in selected texts. Each response
will be designed to stimulate classroom interaction,
debate and discussion.

8. Complete presentations and written responses
designed to check for reading comprehension.

9. Prepare a typed, formal literary analysis that
examines a work closely.

Drama

1. Identify the terms most commonly associated
with drama, such as dialogue, monologue, soliloquy
and aside.

2. lllustrate the universal themes and concerns
existing in the dramas.

3. Read dramas.

4. Discuss the content, focus and development of
drama.

5. Complete typed formal responses, ones designed
to prompt in-class discussion.

6. Complete a variety of in-class quizzes designed to
test reading comprehension.

7. Compose a typed, formal literary analysis of
drama that addresses a key thematic concern.

Poetry

1. Identify important questions like “What is
poetry?” and “How is this literary form different
from other genres?”

2. Clarify the basic terms associated with poetry,
such as metaphor and simile, personification,
rhythm and meter, form and pattern.

3. Demonstrate various success strategies that help
read poetry.

4. Read, study and discuss a variety of poems.

5. Critique a poem, as well as lead class discussion
over the selection.

6. Produce a typed formal literary analysis focusing
on an important element of poetry.

Strategies to write and respond to literature

1. Demonstrate the various approaches used to
write and respond to literature.
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Outcomes* Outcome Title At the successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
Course Outcome 1 Symbolic Commun Examine symbolic communication.
Course Outcome 2 Culture Art Roles Explore the roles of culture and the arts within civilization.
Course Outcome 3 Human Value Beliefs Survey major human value and belief systems.

Primary Laker Learning Competency Critical Thinking: Students connect knowledge from various disciplines to formulate logical conclusions and judgments.




Secondary Laker Learning
Competency Communication: Students communicate effectively and appropriately through the exchange of information.

*Course and program outcomes will be used in the software for outcomes assessment and should include at least 1 primary and 1 secondary Laker Learning Competency.
Limit to 3-5.
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