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This capstone course prepares transfer students for scientific literacy though the integration of biological concepts. Emphasis is on 
discussion of current topics and research, development of formal oral and written communication skills, and professional development in 
the biological sciences.
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Understanding biological literature
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Prerequisites: BIO-100, BIO-130 or BIO-160 and ENG-121

Corequisites:

1. Present a professional presentation over a 
biological topic.  

Oral communication: current events 3
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Understanding biological literature 2

Writing Papers in the Biological Sciences

Professional development 2

1. Present and discuss current events and how they 
affect biological well-being.  

VOLUME/EDITION/URL:
COPYRIGHT DATE:

6th edition
2017

1. Summarize biological literature. 
2. Interpret information presented in graphs.

1. Interact with members of the local science 
community through guest lecturers attending class 
and/or attending biological seminars.  

The student will be able to:

Database search and reliable sources 2

1. Perform a search for key terms in a scientific 
journal database. 
2. Decipher between reliable and unreliable, biased 
sources.
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Written communication

Oral communication: presentations 3
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Outcome Title

Journal Dbase Search

Reliable Unbias Info

Curr Bioethic Issues

Bio Topic Present

Scientific Community

Outcomes* At the successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

Course Outcome 1 Perform a journal database search on a biological topic.

Course Outcome 2 Procure reliable and unbiased information.

Course Outcome 3 Interpret and summarize current events and bioethical issues in the biological sciences.

15

Prepare an oral and written presentation on a biological topic.

Course Outcome 5 Interact with members of the scientific community.

Secondary Laker Learning 
Competency Communication: Students communicate through the exchange of information.

*Course and program outcomes will be used in the software for outcomes assessment and should include at least 1 primary and 1 secondary Laker Learning 
Competency. Limit to 3-5. 

Primary Laker Learning Competency Scientific Literacy: Students apply the scientific process to real-life situations.

Course Outcome 4
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