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Focuses on the basic understanding of physical evidence search, collection and processing. Emphasis will be placed on documentation
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Introduction 3
Understanding the nature of physical evidence 5
Actions of the initial responding officer 3
Processing methodology 5
Assessing the scene 5
Crime scene sketching and mapping 3
Narrative descriptions: crime scene notes and reports 3
Basic skills for scene processing 9
Applying bloodstain pattern analysis in crime scene 3
The body as a crime scene 3
Special scene considerations 3
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MAJOR COURSE SEGMENT HOURS LEARNING OUTCOMES
The student will be able to:
1. Define the basic goal of scene processing.
2. Determine ways context can manifest.
. 3. Examine the forensic linkage triangle.
Introduction 3 . .
4. Determine potential causes of scene
degradation.
5. Identify investigative ethics.
1. Describe the differences between class and
individual characteristics of evidence.
2. Establish effective ways to collect and analyze a
Understanding the nature of physical evidence 5 variety of evidence including fingerprint, biological,

trace, hair, fibers, glass, paints, polymers, soils,
gunshot residue, firearm/ballistic, tool mark and
impression.




Actions of the initial responding officer

1. Define specific objectives of the initial response.
2. Discuss documentation, officer safety and

3 emergency care requirements.

3. Determine best practice for securing and
controlling the crime scene until it is released.

Processing methodology

1. Determine the process and sequence of activities
of scene processing and be able to define each.

5 2. Describe the Processing Model.

3. Describe the Adapted USACIDIC Processing
Model.

Assessing the scene

1. Summarize information to be discussed in the
debrief with the responding officer.

2. Relate how to maintain scene integrity and
contamination control.

3. Determine crime scene search considerations.

4. Compare and contrast the five basic patterns for
5 conducting a detailed crime scene search.

5. List protective measures and potential
hazards/risks at a crime scene.

6. Discuss additional considerations when analyzing
a crime scene.

7. Describe the relationship between police and the
media in regard to an investigation.

Crime scene sketching and mapping

1. Define essential sketch elements.

2. Define variations of view in sketches.

3. Compare and contrast methods for crime scene
mapping.

4. Describe the role of technology in crime scene
mapping.

Narrative descriptions: crime scene notes and reports

1. Identify characteristics of investigative notes.
3 2. Identify and define the necessary components of
crime scene reports.

Basic skills for scene processing

1. Describe the role of light in a crime scene.

2. Define heat energy and thermal imaging.

3. Compare and contrast latent prints, patent prints
9 and plastic prints.

4. Describe various techniques of collecting
fingerprint and other print evidence from different
surfaces.

Applying bloodstain pattern analysis in crime scene

1. Define and describe the basic steps of blood
stain pattern analysis.

The body as a crime scene

1. Describe the process of examining a corpse (in
3 situ and in a morgue) and a live individual.
2. Explain the basic mechanisms of injuries.

Special scene considerations

1. Describe the difficulties of assessing fire scenes,
landfill recoveries and buried or scattered remains.

45

Outcomes* Outcome Title At the successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
Course Outcome 1 Search Techniques Describe appropriate search techniques.
Course Outcome 2 Crim Scen Processing Explain steps for processing a crime scene.
Course Outcome 3 Evid Types List types of evidence.
Course Outcome 4 Evid Collect Docum Demonstrate the process of collecting and documenting evidence.




Primary Laker Learning Competency Critical Thinking: Students connect knowledge from various disciplines to formulate logical conclusions.

Secondary Laker Learning
Competency Communication: Students communicate through the exchange of information.

*Course and program outcomes will be used in the software for outcomes assessment and should include at least 1 primary and 1 secondary Laker Learning
Competency. Limit to 3-5.
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