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European Monarchies and Absolutism, 1660-1725 4
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1. Explain absolutism as a theory of government.
2. Evaluate mercantilism and its relation to 
absolutist rule.
3. Explain the alternatives to absolutism that 
emerged
4. Describe how the wars between 1661 and 1715 
changed the balance of power in Europe. 
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European Monarchies and Absolutism, 1660-1725
The New Science of the Seventeenth Century
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Catalog Description: (40 
Word Limit)

Survey of Western Civilization with topics including absolutism, the rise of modern science, the French Revolution, the Industrial  
Revolution, the Age of Ideology, Imperialism, the Russian Revolutions, World War I, the Rise of Totalitarianism, World War II and the 
Contemporary Age.
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The Second World War 4

Europe during the Enlightenment
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Red Flags and Velvet Revolutions:  The End of the Cold War, 1960-1990 4
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1. Define scientific revolution and explain what is 
meant by science in this historical context.
2. Explain the older philosophical traditions that 
were important for the development of new 
methods of scientific investigation in the 
seventeenth century.
3. Identify the sciences that made important 
advances during this period and understand what 
technological innovations encouraged a new spirit 
of investigation.

The New Science of the Seventeenth Century 4

The Industrial Revolution and Nineteenth-Century Society 4

1. Explain the eighteenth-century consumer 
revolution in Europe and its relationship to the 
Enlightenment.
2. Define the term Enlightenment as eighteenth-
century thinkers used it and identify the figures 
most closely associated with this intellectual 
movement.
3. Evaluate how the ideas associated with the 
Enlightenment spread and the consequences of this 
expanded world of public discussion.
4. Explore the ways that the Enlightenment was 
linked to imperial expansion as a larger number of 
Europeans became more aware of the globe’s 
diverse cultures and peoples.

Europe during the Enlightenment 4

1. Explain the origins of the French Revolution in 
1789.
2. Explain the goals of French revolutionaries and 
the reactions of people elsewhere in Europe and 
the Atlantic world.
3. Describe the events that made the revolution 
more radical in 1792–1794.
4. Evaluate the links between the French Revolution 
and the Atlantic world, which also saw revolutions in 
the Americas and in the Caribbean during these 
decades.

1. Identify the industries that were the first to adopt 
new systems for mechanical production and the 
regions in Europe in which they thrived.
2. Describe the changes in the nature of work, 
production and employment that occurred as a 
result of the Industrial Revolution.
3. Evaluate the effects of industrialization on the 
environment and the social life in Europe.

The French Revolution 4



The Age of Ideologies: Europe in the Aftermath of 
Revolution, 1815-1848
Imperialism and Colonialism, 1870-1914

5

1. Explain the essential characteristics of the new 
“middle classes” in nineteenth-century Europe.
2. Explain the political goals of European leaders 
who met at the Congress of Vienna in 1815.
3. Evaluate the evolution of the debate about 
slavery after the French Revolution and understand 
the reasons why an abolition movement developed 
even as slavery persisted in the United States, Latin 
America and Cuba.
4. Explain the core principles of conservatism, 
liberalism, republicanism and socialism in Europe 
after 1815.
5. Evaluate how conservatives, liberals, republicans 
and socialists were forced to grapple with this 
nationalism.
6. Explain the major reasons for European colonial 
expansion in the nineteenth century.
7. Describe the choices confronting colonized 
peoples in the face of European power.
8. Explain how imperialism shaped the culture of 
European nations at home.

Modern Industry and Mass Politics, 1870-1914 4

1. Explain why so many revolutions occurred nearly 
simultaneously in Europe in 1848.
2. Evaluate the goals of revolutionaries in the 
German-speaking lands of central Europe and their 
attitudes toward the monarchies of Prussia and 
Austria.
3. Explain the social groups that supported a 
process of national unification from below (by the 
people) in Italy and Germany and those that 
favored a process of national unification directed 
from the top (by the state).

The First World War 4

1. Explain the origins of the First World War.
2. Describe the circumstances that led to trench 
warfare on the Western Front and the 
consequences of the offensive strategy pursued by 
all sides.
3. Explain the major effects of the war on civilian 
life.
4. Explain the war’s effects on territories beyond 
Europe’s borders, in the Middle East, Africa and 
Asia.
5. Explain the origins and goals of the Bolshevik 
movement in Russia and the circumstances that 
allowed the Bolsheviks to seize power in 1917.

Turmoil between the Wars 4

1. Evaluate the direction taken by the Russian 
Revolution after 1917 and the consequences of 
Stalin’s revolution from above in the 1930s.
2. Define fascism and explain Mussolini’s rise to 
power in Italy in the 1920s.
3. Evaluate Hitler’s rise to power in Germany in 
1933 and the reasons for the broad support for 
Nazis among many Germans.
4. Describe the circumstances that led to the Great 
Depression and the responses of European 
governments to this economic crisis.



Outcome Title

Soc Pol Eco Changes

Primary Second Sourc

Formal Acad Paper

Red Flags and Velvet Revolutions:  The End of the Cold War, 
1960-1990

4

1. Evaluate the shift in attitudes toward sexuality, 
reproduction and conceptions of male and female 
social roles that took place in the postwar decades 
and the consequences of this shift for women in 
Europe.
2. Describe the motives and goals of the social and 
political movements that climaxed in 1968 in both 
Western and Eastern Europe.
3. Explain the reasons for the economic downturn 
that began in the 1970s and its consequences for 
governments and populations in Europe. 
4. Describe the events that led to the collapse of 
the Soviet bloc in 1989.
5. Explain the reasons for the uncertainty and 
violence that followed the conclusion of the Cold 
War in Europe in the 1990s.

1. Explain the broader political and economic 
causes of the Second World War.
2. Explain the reasons for the British and French 
policy of “appeasement” when faced with Hitler’s 
violations of international law.
3. Understand the consequences of German 
conquest and occupation on European nations and 
their populations and the challenges met by those 
who chose to resist.
4. Explain the main areas of conflict in Asia and the 
Pacific and the circumstances that led to the 
Japanese surrender in 1945.

The Cold War World: Global Politics, Economic Recovery and 
Cultural Change

Course Outcome 2

At the successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

Evaluate the major social, political and economic changes.

Evaluate primary and secondary sources for historical interpretation and analysis.

Course Outcome 1

Outcomes*

49

The Second World War 4

4

1. Evaluate the origins of the Cold War and the 
ways that the United States and the Soviet Union 
sought to influence the political and economic 
restructuring of Europe in the postwar period.
2. Describe the policies that led to the economic 
integration of Western European nations in the 
postwar decades and the reasons for the 
subsequent rapid economic growth.
3. Evaluate the process of decolonization that 
brought the colonial era in Africa and Asia to an 
end.
4. Explain the developments in European postwar 
culture, as intellectuals, writers and artists reacted 
to the loss of European influence in the world and 
the ideological conflicts of the Cold War.
5. Describe postwar changes in employment and 
consumption and their effects on daily life and mass 
culture in Europe.

Write a formal academic paper that asks and answers an historical question using primary and secondary 
sources.

Global & Cultural Literacy: Students distinguish that society is a culturally diverse and global environment with differing opinions, 
practices and ideas.

Secondary Laker Learning 
Competency Critical Thinking: Students connect knowledge from various disciplines to formulate logical conclusions.

Course Outcome 3

Primary Laker Learning Competency



*Course and program outcomes will be used in the software for outcomes assessment and should include at least 1 primary and 1 secondary Laker Learning 
Competency. Limit to 3-5. 
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