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This course focuses on the psychological and sociological effects of dying and death in our modern American Culture. Major areas studied
are: psychological changes a dying person experiences; survivors and grief; death and the child; the funeral; demography of death;
contemporary issues.
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Historical Perspectives on Death 7
The Dying Patient 10
The Survivors and Grief 10
Death and the Child 10
The Funeral 6
Contemporary Issues 2
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MAJOR COURSE SEGMENT

HOURS

LEARNING OUTCOMES

The student will be able to:

Historical Perspectives on Death

Explain how attitudes towards death are developed.
Discuss the demography of death.

The Dying Patient

10

List the psychological changes of death. Be able to
discuss society's reaction to death.
Describe the impact of caring for the dying.

The Survivors and Grief

10

Describe the psychological changes of the survivor's
grief reaction and grief process.
Explain the symptomatology and management of

Death and the Child

10

Identify psychological concerns of the child. When
to talk to a child about death and children's

grief reactions. Discuss adult's reactions to a dying
child, the needs of the dying child, and grief
reactions of parents whose child has died.

The Funeral

Discuss sociological and psychological functions of
the funeral. List alternatives to the traditional
American funeral. Why do we have a funeral?

Contemporary Issues

Describe contemporary issues of dying.

45

COURSE OUTCOMES*

At the successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

e |dentify the stages of grief and how they apply to the death of a family member




® How death is dealt with in various societies.

* Course Outcomes will be used in the Assessment Software for Outcomes Assessment. Limit to 3 - 5.




