
GUIDED PATHWAYS: 

META-MAJORS AND 
BEYOND!



KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

Completion/Graduation Rate- Associate Degree 
Source: 150% Completion Rate, First Time Degree Seekers Fall 2015 Cohort (FT), Internal Analysis  

53.6%

Completion/Graduation Rate- Associate Degree 
Source: 150% Completion Rate, First Time Degree Seekers Fall 2015 Cohort (PT), Internal Analysis  

10.6%

Retention Rate – All Degree Seeking Students
Source: Fall-to-Fall Retention Rate for all Degree Seeking Students, Fall 2017 Cohort Internal Analysis 

69%

Students Assessing into 1+ Remedial Courses 
Source: Internal Analysis, Fall 2014 First Time Degree Seeking Cohort 

73%



GUIDED PATHWAYS ESSENTIAL 
PRACTICES

1.Clarify paths to student end goals

2.Help students choose and enter a pathway

3.Help students stay on a path

4.Ensure that students are learning



PRIORITIES IDENTIFIED:  

1. Faculty & Staff Engagement – Describe the 
purpose of pathways, meta-majors, and 
implications for the student experience

2. Conduct staff and student focus groups

3. Pilot mapping process in one division

4. Develop meta-majors 



Provide 
students with 
a clear 
pathway to 
graduation 

01

Help students 
make 
connections 
between their 
studies and 
different 
career tracks

02

Designed to 
help improve 
student 
retention

03

Streamline 
the process of 
major 
selection by 
limiting 
choices at the 
onset

04

Meta-Major Objectives 



META-MAJORS

• Are Commonly Known 
as:
• Program Clusters
• Career Clusters
• Areas of Study
• Areas of Interest
• Programs of Study 
• Communities of 

Interest



OUR PROCESS

•Researched best practices

•Completed visual mapping of programs

•Researched common curriculum within 
proposed meta-majors

•Spoke to faculty about what classes they 
recommend when advising students



















COMMON QUESTIONS

•How is this different from what we are currently doing?

•Will meta-majors change my division or to whom I 
report?

•Will a student have to choose a meta-major or can they 
still choose a specific major?




